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THE PURPOSE OF THE SOCIETY 


1. To advance science and scien¬ 
tific study of nature. 

2. To foster and stimulate in¬ 
terest in the conservation of wild 
life. 

3. To maintain a permanent 
Zoological Exhibit in San Diego. 

4. To stimulate public interest 
in the building and maintenance of 


a Zoological Hospital. 

5. To provide for the delivery 
of lectures, exhibition of pictures 
and publication of literature deal¬ 
ing with natural history and 
science. 

6. To operate a society for the 
mutual benefit of its members for 
non-lucrative purposes. 
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STRANGE VISITORS 

San Diego County has been the mecca of strange visitors during the 
late spring and summer months. A large flock of Wood Ibis has made 
this the summer camp and have spread from Mission Valley to the 
Chollas, and probably, although it has not been authoritavely reported, 
they have been spending some of their time upon the shallow waters of 
mountain lakes and streams. 

The first report of large Storks or Cranes came to the office of the 
Zoological Society from Mission Valley, where the birds were reported in 
large numbers of thirty or forty to a flock early in June. Repeated trips 
failed to show more than four or five at any time, and then so far away 
that it was not possible to make any definite classification of their species. 
Later reports from Chollas Valley were also verified, and a closer view 
raised considerable question in the writer’s mind that the birds were Wood 
Ibis. The straightness of the beak and the bright brownish head were 
unlike the adult specimens of Wood Ibis in the Flying cage at the Zoo. 
Of the four seen within a distance of thirty feet on this occasion, one had 
been crippled possibly from a stone or beebee gun, for when they flew this 
one rose with one leg dangling straight down from the body and fell far 
behind the other three as they disappeared up the Chollas Valley toward 
the hills. They flew in a very direct line as though they were well ac¬ 
quainted with their destination and as though they had somewhere a re¬ 
fuge from the too heavy auto traffic. Still they manifested no fear of the 
car and it was not until approached with a camera that they really seemed 
to sense danger, although their pond was within twenty feet of a heavily 
traveled boulevard. 

Throughout the month of August no reports of the birds were re¬ 
ceived, but early in September they reappeared in Mission Valley. After 
several early morning visits we were rewarded with another close view 
of the birds standing in a shallow pool filled with minnows. These were 
apparently younger than those of which we had a close view in the 
Chollas. This time we had a good look at them through the glasses. We 
were again impressed with their straight beaks so far as we could see en¬ 
tirely lacking the downward curve of the Wood Ibis. The heads and 
necks were covered with a grayish plumage and in fact none of the white 
was as snowy as on the other specimens we had seen. 

The color of the head was one of the most frequently mentioned 
characteristics in the reports sent in to the office of the Zoo. The almost 
unanimous report that the birds had black tails and black edges to their 
wings was followed with the statement that the very top and front of the 
head was decidedly brown. In spite of the discrepancies in comparison 
with our own Wood Ibis and the technical description of Ridgeways, we 
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felt quite sure that the birds could be nothing but the Ibis, which has 
from time to time been seen migrating through this county. Conversation 
with Mr. C. G. Abbot of the Museum reveals that the birds had been 
classified as Wood Ibis by the men in the work there. 

These great birds in flight were a truly remarkable sight; their long 
legs stretched out behind gave them most graceful proportions and they 
soared upward in great circles until they attained the height they desired, 
then, drawing close together, they straightened out and flew with great 
rapidity and wide flapping of their wings. The wings looked entirely 
black when spread as from below none except the primary feathers were 
visible. 

While closer study would be very desirable, no attempt was made to 
capture any of the birds on the part of the Zoological Society. 

One of the cleverest bits of publicity that the Zoological Garden has 
ever had is the series of original hand drawings "Zoo Folks" now running 
in the Union. These are the conception and work of L. E. Elliot of the 
Union Art staff and have created a place for themselves almost as strong 
in popular fancy as the famous comic strips. 



NILGAI—INDIAN ANTELOPE 

Born August 1930 
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We are very pleased to announce that Mr. F. L. Annable, President 
of the San Diego & Arizona Railway, was elected unanimously to the 
Board of Directors of the Zoological Society at the meeting of the Board 
of Directors held September 2. A vacancy had existed since February, 
when Mr. Heller declined to serve as a director. A sincere interest in 
natural history and the Zoological collection, as well as his wide business 
experience will make Mr. Annable’s service of great value to the Board 
and the Society. It is to his influence and personal attention that the 
Zoological Society is directly indebted for the donation of a pair of young 
grizzleys from the Yellowstone National Park. We had made several 
futile attempts to secure the permission of the Department of the Interior 
to trap grizzleys. Mr. Annable not only has secured permission for us 
to receive them, but they are to be captured, crated, and shipped by the 
department at a much smaller cost to the Zoo than we could possibly 
have done it for. 


NEW ARRIVALS 

A handsome acquisition has lately been received on our deer mesa 
While the species is not new to the collection it is a most welcome addi 
tion at this time. The Park Department of Portland, Oregon donated an 
usually fine pair of American Bison. The herd had been dwindling here 
primarily because all of the specimens born had been bull calves and 
partly because the breeding stock was getting old and, with one exception, 
could not be exhibited with pride or satisfaction. Dietary trouble had 
developed, which seemed impossible to correct. There had been no off¬ 
spring for two years so the female and one of the two bulls was exter 
minuted. The remaining is one of the largest and finest specimens we 
have seen exhibited any place. 


Lieutenant E. C. Spencer of the Marine Corps sent an excellent 
shipment of animals to the San Diego Zoo on August 31. The outstand¬ 
ing exhibit was a collection of six beautiful Iguanas, by far the handsom¬ 
est and largest specimens of this creature that the Zoo has ever had. Their 
color variation is excellent, some of them being of the brightest green 
and others nearly black with bright orange underparts. All of them 
have long tails and only a few have their spines mashed over from the 
trip. The Zoo is extremely grateful to Lieutenant Spencer for this col¬ 
lection and for the trouble he has taken in arranging shipment and see¬ 
ing to the many details in regard to it. 
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IMPROVEMENTS 

The new grotto for coyotes and wolves is one to which we can point 
with special pride both from the standpoint of utility and beauty of ex¬ 
hibition. The homes are caves with the entrance cleverly concealed and 
there are patches of dirt left around the growing trees, which give much 
comfort and pleasure to the animals. Other caves are provided too, but 
it is not unusual to see each coyote and wolf curled up on the dirt around 
the base of each separate tree in the grotto. Most of the improvements 
have been made this year in what has been popularly known as the cat 
canyon, this being the third grotto to be added. The upper end will 
be devoted to dogs and swine, and another grotto or two of the type just 
finished had been planned but the end of the fiscal year interrupted our 
program and unlike previous years the city council took all of the balance 
we had saved by securing donations outside of city funds to help out with 
our tax money and transferred it to the general fund. This has put the 
the program off for some time, and made us realize that there was no 
object in trying to be economical with city funds. 

The polar bear grotto is well under way at the present time. This 
grotto when finished will represent the expenditure of about ten thousand 
dollars, seven thousand of which has been set aside in the city funds. The 
cement for the entire grotto has been donated by the Portland Riverside 
Cement Company through the interest of Mr. John Treanor. It is hoped 
to have this finished by early fall because the Zoological Society has re¬ 
cently received the assurance that the request made early in the year for a 
pair of young grizzley bears has received favorable action by the Park 
Department and that we will receive the pair very shortly. The double 
grotto now under construction will be used for them and the three polars 
until such time as the grotto lower in the canyon for the grizzleys is built. 

Another improvement much needed and long contemplated, made dur¬ 
ing the summer months was the rennovation and enlargement of the ice 
plant. It is now an automatic, up-to-date plant which will hold five or 
six tons of meat at a temperature which will keep it indefinitely. This 
will not only cut down expenses but will insure a supply of comparatively 
fresh meat always on hand. 


LATE BIRTHS OF NOTE 

Fauns have been born to each of the Nilgai does imported from 
Hamburg last fall. Fortunately all of the new offspring have been does 
and will be bred upon reaching maturity to unrelated bucks, thus estab¬ 
lishing a fine line of breeding stock from which it is hoped that unrelated 
pairs may be turned off each year. One of the does gave birth to twins, 
which are the most beautifully and perfectly marked of any youngsters 
we have ever seen. 

Since our last issue we have had some luck in our cat families, two 
of them having been increased by the advent of twins. First to arrive 
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about August first were a fine pair of Mountain Lions. These were not 
the first babies for this mother, but the first that she has raised, largely 
due to the improper conditions under which she has been housed. Her 
first ones were unexpected and she gave them birth in the outer part of 
the grotto. They were both mauled before we could get the parents 
separated. With the ideal new quarters it is impossible for such things 
to happen and she has proved to be a splendid mother. 

The second of the big cats to have a family were the Indian 
Leopards. Elmo has been in the Zoological Collection about seven years, 
but this is the first time he has had a good healthy young mate. Queenie 
was purchased from the "Big Otto’s collection after his death and has 
been here two years this summer. We have two pairs of these animals 
on hand and had intended to switch mates if breeding in one pair or the 
other was'not successful this year. The other pair are excellent speci¬ 
mens and have been together for about three months, so we have not 
expected any breeding yet. Knowing, however, that we now have a true 
pair and a good natural mother in Queen, we will immediately take steps 
to dispose of the younger pair. 


Besides those especially mentioned, the Zoological Garden has had 
its usual number of interesting birds hatched and mammals born. In the 
snake house too there have been interesting arrivals, for one of the small 
green rattlers brought forth four husky lively baby rattlers on September 
fifth, which are almost as large as their mother already. 

The list follows of the animals born since the last issue of the 
ZOONOOZ. 


July First to October First 


Birds Hatched 
2 Crested pigeons 
2 Green wing doves 
1 White wing dove 

1 Dwarf Turtle dove 
4 Diamond doves 

2 Cape doves 

1 Blue winged grass parrot 
4 Bronzewing pigeons 

2 Guinea pigeons 

2 Pearl necked doves 

3 Fischers Love-birds 

3 Black-cheeked Love-birds 
9 Blue Budgerigars 

4 Quaker Parrakeets 

Reptiles 

11 Mexican Rattlesnakes 
4 Green Rattlesnakes, 


Mammals Born 
5 Sasin Antelope 
1 Weeper Capucine 
1 European Red Deer 
1 Elk 

1 Barasingha 

3 Mexican Deer 

2 Puma 

1 Black Wallaroo 

1 Pig-tailed Macaque 

3 Nilgai Antelope 

2 Indian Leopards 

1 Coati-mundi 

2 Peccaries 

1 Spotted Fallow Deer 

2 Panama 

1 Water Buffalo 
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NEW—NATURAL TYPE—"DOG” PENS 


PRIVILEGES OF MEMBERSHIP 

1. Membership entitles you, your family and your friends to free ad¬ 
mission to' all exhibits of the Zoological Society. 

2. Membership entitles you to attend all meetings of the Zoological 
Society, and to have a voice in such meetings. 

3. Membership entitles you to hold office in the Society. 

4. Your membership in the Society helps to support the greatest single 
educational and recreational feature in the community. 

5. Your membership allows the Society to continue to grow and main¬ 
tain its place as one of the largest in the world and the largest in 
the west. 

ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP $5.00 LIFE MEMBERSHIP $300.00 

SUSTAINING AND CLUB MEMBERSHIP $25.00 















